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On January 21-22, 2025, Blackfeet Community College (BFCC)
will host its annual Bear River Commemoration on the BFCC
campus, themed “A People Still Standing, A Culture Still
Speaking.” The event will feature insightful presentations
from Blackfoot Confederacy scholars, a community art show,
activities for local youth, and, on the morning of January 22,
an historic signing of a memorandum of agreement between
the college and Glacier National Park (GNP). The full event
agenda is available on the BFCC website.
This MOA is the start of an intentional, collaborative
relationship between BFCC and GNP to foster mutual
educational, cultural, and professional benefits to partners.
BFCC President Brad Hall said, “The college is a key resource
for community-based knowledge; this partnership will be an
important step in providing homeland access for community
healing, advancing the park as a source of traditional
ecological knowledge, and furthering partnerships to
advance student success and community engagement
initiatives at the college.”
The agreement also will promote park access through
educational programming, support professional development
for park staff, and enable the hosting of college-sponsored,
cultural events within the park. “It’s an honor to be a part of
strengthening connections between the college and the park
and supporting Blackfeet culture and learning in Glacier
National Park,” said GNP Superintendent Dave Roemer. “This
agreement furthers the Department of Interior’s goal of
supporting tribal sovereignty and traditions.” The college is
excited to welcome Brian Carlstrom, the acting 6, 7, and 8
regional director for the National Park Service to sign the
MOA.
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ROOTED IN COMMUNITY, RISING IN STEM:
THE GUERRERO-GOBERT SISTERS’
JOURNEY FROM BFCC TO ENGINEERING
CAREERS
Blackfeet Community College has long been a place where
students find their footing, build confidence, and begin
pathways that reach far beyond campus. Few stories reflect
that impact more powerfully than that of the Guerrero-Gobert
sisters, Alicia, Kaylanna, Juliana, and Latesha, whose shared
journey into STEM and engineering began at BFCC and
continues today at Montana State University.
Recently highlighted in Montana State University’s Mountains
and Minds feature, “The Montana Girls,” the sisters’ story is one
of family, perseverance, and purpose. Three of the sisters, Alicia,
Kaylanna, and Juliana, began their higher education journeys at
Blackfeet Community College, where Alicia and Juliana were
named co-valedictorians in 2024, an achievement that speaks
to both their dedication and the strong academic foundation
built at BFCC.

A Shared Path, Strengthened by Sisterhood
For the Guerrero-Gobert sisters, pursuing STEM has never been
a solitary experience. Supporting one another academically
and emotionally has been central to their success.
“Doing school together makes us push each other to do better,”
Kaylanna shared. Now pursuing her bachelor’s degree in
Environmental Engineering at MSU, she credits her sisters as a
constant support system, helping talk through concerns, work
through challenging coursework, and remind each other that
success is possible, even in moments of doubt.
Juliana, who earned her Pre-Engineering Associate degree at
BFCC and is now completing her Bachelor’s in Biological
Engineering at MSU, echoed that sentiment. Engineering, she
explained, can feel isolating, but having sisters to study with, 

BFCC AND GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
FORGE HISTORIC PARTNERSHIP AT BEAR
RIVER COMMEMORATION

The college will also
honor leaders of the
Glacier Park
Conservancy, which
donated $100,000 to
the college in 2024 to
construct BFCC’s
native plant nursery.
This greenhouse will
serve as a learning and growing center for culturally significant
plant species to support research and restoration projects.
Construction is set to be completed later in 2026.
This event serves as a powerful platform to deepen our
understanding of Blackfeet history, cultural resilience,
connections to relations, stories, and the land. Watch the full
signing ceremony on our YouTube channel
@blackfeetcommunitycollege!

tutor one another, and lean
on made all the difference.
Latesha, the youngest sister
and now pursuing
Mechanical Engineering,
reflected on how early that
influence began. “Juliana
taught me my times tables on
the school bus when I was in
first grade,” she said. “Seeing
her succeed at BFCC broke
down the mental barriers of
pursuing engineering and
gave me the confidence to
chase this path.”
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Starting Close to Home at BFCC
Each sister’s decision to attend Blackfeet Community College
was shaped by different circumstances, but all found the same
result: a supportive, encouraging environment that made
higher education feel attainable.
For Alicia, BFCC offered reassurance at a time when she needed
it most. Encouraged by Kaylanna and supported by caring staff,
she found solutions to financial concerns through work-study
opportunities and scholarships. “The staff were so lovely,” she
said. “They made sure to seek out solutions.”
Kaylanna’s journey to BFCC came during a period of upheaval.
After her family moved back to Browning during the pandemic,
she enrolled at BFCC on the final day of registration. Though
shy and nervous, she soon found encouragement in every
classroom. “All the instructors at BFCC are very encouraging
and supportive,” she said. “Eventually, I was more comfortable
and happy being there.”
Juliana chose BFCC because it allowed her to stay close to
family while beginning her college journey. “I was scared to
leave home,” she shared. “BFCC staff were very encouraging,
which made me sure of my choice.”

Building Confidence, Academically and Personally
At BFCC, the sisters gained far more than credits, they built
confidence.
Alicia credits BFCC with helping her overcome fear and self-
doubt after an earlier experience at a larger university. “It felt
like a new extension of family,” she said. “They were all cheering
me on.” That foundation made transferring to MSU not only
possible, but successful.
Juliana reflected on how BFCC prepared her both academically
and personally, from public speaking and building
relationships with instructors, to grounding her education in
Blackfeet history, language, and research. She named classes in
math, chemistry, history, language, and science research as
instrumental in her growth.
Across their stories, instructors and advisors played a critical
role. Pam Atkins’ encouragement, Shannon Salois’ math
instruction, Dr. Leanne Zainer’s research mentorship, Betty
Henderson-Matthews’ history classes, and experiential learning
opportunities all helped the sisters see themselves as capable
engineers.
One standout experience was attending the AIHEC Conference,
encouraged by BFCC staff. There, the sisters presented research,
met Native STEM professionals from across the country, and
deepened their cultural connections. “It gave us the confidence
to be Native engineers,” Juliana said.

Carrying Blackfeet Identity into STEM Spaces
As Blackfeet women in engineering, the sisters carry a strong
sense of responsibility and pride.
“Being away from home is hard,” Alicia shared. “But I want to be

 a good representation of my community in spaces where there
are hardly any Natives, and even fewer Blackfeet.”
Latesha added that many challenges facing the reservation
require solutions rooted in lived understanding. “I wanted the
knowledge behind creating sustainable solutions back home,”
she said. “Blackfeet have always been engineers, I’m just
following the path others have paved.”

Looking Ahead and Back Home
All three sisters share a common goal: to return home and give
back.
Juliana hopes to bring her education back to the reservation to
help improve the community. Alicia plans to pursue graduate
education before returning home. Kaylanna looks forward to
using her degree to contribute to her people and inspire future 
BFCC students to continue their education.
Their advice to current BFCC students is both honest and
encouraging: transferring can be uncomfortable, STEM is
challenging, and the journey isn’t linear, but remembering who
you are, where you come from, and why you started makes all
the difference.
Through their achievements, the Guerrero-Gobert sisters
embody the mission of Blackfeet Community College:
strengthening students through education rooted in
community, culture, and possibility. Their journey stands as a
powerful reminder that big futures can, and do — begin right
here at BFCC.

APPLY TO BE A USDA EXTENSION INTERN
Enjoy hands-on USDA Extension internships that provide
students with practical experience in agriculture, research, and
community outreach. Interns work on projects such as crop
and greenhouse production, native plant stewardship,
regenerative grazing, youth development, and educational
outreach, including social media and representing BFCC at
AIHEC.
These internships offer real-world research experience that
strengthens university and graduate school applications while
building leadership, technical, and professional skills. Interns
contribute to projects that support food security, cultural
knowledge, and environmental stewardship in the community.
Who Can Apply: BFCC students with a 2.0 GPA or higher,
especially those in science-related programs. Applicants
submit a one-page statement of interest and a temporary
employment application.
Expectations: Ability to work outdoors, lift up to 50 lbs,
communicate effectively, and commit to assigned projects.
Contact:
 Felix Nez, USDA Extension Director/Agent – 406-338-5441 ext.
2751 | felix.n@bfcc.edu
 Chelsee Pree, USDA Administrative Assistant – 406-338-5441
ext. 2786 | 23chelsee.p@bfcc.edu
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The 2026 Bear River Commemoration at Blackfeet Community
College brought together students, elders, educators, and
community members for two meaningful days centered on
learning, remembrance, and the continued strength of the
Piikani People.
The commemoration opened on January 21 with an impactful
presentation by Dr. Reggie Crow Shoe, who shared teachings
rooted in traditional knowledge and modern-day leadership.
Drawing from his book Aka’tsiman, Dr. Crow Shoe spoke about
transformational leadership and the importance of gathering
in intentional ways, how we sit together, define roles,
communicate clearly, and motivate one another through
shared responsibility. His presentation set a thoughtful and
grounded tone for the days that followed.
The day continued with BFCC’s monthly Elders Lunch, where
185 community members, students and BFCC staff were fed. It
was sponsored by the Knowledge Carriers Lodge, where elders
gathered in a space filled with conversation, reflection, and
shared wisdom, reminding all present of the importance of
honoring lived knowledge and community voices.
On January 22, the commemoration continued with a historic
moment for the College, the signing of a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between Blackfeet Community College and
the U.S. Department of the Interior (Glacier National Park). The
ceremony included remarks from Dr. Brad Hall, President of
BFCC, and leadership from the National Park Service, marking
a meaningful step forward in partnership.
Throughout the day, the campus welcomed youth from Ms.
Burd’s first grade immersion class, who participated in a wide
range of educational and cultural activities. Youth presenters
included Brandon Fish leading traditional games; Taos Yellow
Owl offering sign language instruction; Robert Hall sharing
language teachings; Treyace Yellow Owl leading pemmican
making; Jeff Daiter presenting a screenplay during a
lunchtime screening; and Justine Momberg sharing Native
science through the Native Science Field Centers.
A descendant presentation by Laverne Wells offered a moving
reflection on the descendants of Bear River Massacre survivors,
grounding the commemoration in lived history and
remembrance.
Author presentations by Lea Whitford, Carol Murray, and Mark
Ratledge were a meaningful highlight of the day. Lea and
Carol read excerpts from their book, sharing the beginnings of
their journey researching the Bear River Massacre. They spoke
about the responsibility, care, and commitment involved in
documenting survivor stories and honoring the truth of what
took place.
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BEAR RIVER COMMEMORATION: A GATHERING
OF KNOWLEDGE, REMEMBRANCE, AND
PARTNERSHIP

An accompanying art show in the BFCC Library featured works
by local artists, adding a creative and reflective space that
complemented the conversations and teachings shared
throughout the commemoration.
Recordings of Dr. Reggie Crow Shoe’s presentation and the
MOA signing ceremony are available on BFCC’s YouTube
channel, @blackfeetcommunitycollege.
The Bear River Commemoration continues to serve as a space
where history is honored, voices are lifted, and community
gathers. Ensuring that remembrance, learning, and resilience
carry forward to future generations.
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KNOWLEDGE CARRIERS LODGE: A PLACE FOR
ELDERS, LEARNING, AND COMMUNITY
The Knowledge Carriers Lodge (KCL) at Blackfeet Community
College provides a socially welcoming and supportive space
for community knowledge carriers—elders and eminent
scholars of the Blackfeet Nation. The Lodge connects elders
with community-based services and resources while creating
opportunities for them to participate in and contribute to
BFCC programs and campus life.
At the heart of the Lodge is a commitment to care, respect,
and relationship-building. KCL staff create a safe and
hospitable environment where elders are welcomed with
patience, dignity, and understanding, ensuring they have a
place on campus where they feel supported and valued.
Ongoing Community Programs
Throughout the Spring 2026 semester, the Knowledge Carriers
Lodge will host ongoing events that bring together elders,
students, and community partners in meaningful ways.
Monthly Elders Lunches, held in partnership with the
Blackfeet Domestic Violence Program and Eagle Shields,
provide meals, activities, and informational sessions.
Scheduled events include:

February 18: Medicaid and Medicare information
March 25: Wills and Probate information
April 15: Honorary Council and Youth Council Q&A
May 20: Family History activity

During Elders Lunches, the Lodge also offers giveaways of
practical supplies that support elders in daily life, including
oxygen readers, shower handles, reacher tools, walkers, and
other helpful items.
In addition, KCL hosts Koopii (Soup) Tuesdays, offering soup to
students, staff, and the public, and Craft Wednesdays, where
participants engage in hands-on cultural projects. Past craft
activities have included making moccasins and cradle boards,
fostering intergenerational learning and cultural knowledge
sharing.
Stay Connected
Dates and details for Elders Lunches, Koopii (Soup) Tuesdays,
and Craft Wednesdays are regularly updated on the
Knowledge Carriers Lodge webpage.
For more information and to stay up to date on events, visit:
www.bfcc.edu/knowledgecarriers

BFCC STUDENT JORI GRAY-BOGGS AWARDED
FISHER FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP
Blackfeet Community College is proud to recognize Jori
Gray-Boggs as a recipient of the Fisher Family Scholarship.
This scholarship supports students who demonstrate
commitment to their education and dedication to
achieving their academic goals.
The Fisher Family Scholarship is awarded to students who
are working to strengthen their future through higher
education, helping to reduce financial barriers while
encouraging persistence and success. Receiving this
scholarship reflects Jori’s efforts as a student and her
continued commitment to personal and academic growth.
BFCC celebrates Jori Gray-Boggs for this achievement and
extends appreciation to the Fisher Family for their ongoing
support of student success at Blackfeet Community
College. Scholarships like this play an important role in
helping students continue their educational journey and
reach their goals.
We congratulate Jori on this accomplishment and wish her
continued success in her studies at BFCC.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT – IT’S A TIE!
Each month, staff and faculty have the opportunity to
nominate peers who go above and beyond in their work. This
month, the spotlight shines on Shannon Salois and Sandi
RunningCrane, whose dedication, positivity, and
commitment make a real difference for BFCC students and
colleagues alike.

Shannon Salois – Recognized for going the extra mile,
Shannon comes in on her time off to correct exams and
homework, and she meticulously creates curriculum for
the week, ensuring students have the best learning
experience possible.
Sandi RunningCrane – Always approaching work with a
positive, “Can-Do” attitude, Sandi inspires everyone
around her with her energy and dedication. Her
colleagues say, “Love it!!”

We celebrate Shannon and Sandi for their outstanding
contributions and for embodying the spirit of excellence and
teamwork at BFCC!

http://www.bfcc.edu/knowledgecarriers
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New Team Members
We are excited to welcome new faces to our campus
community and to celebrate recent additions to our team. 
Please join us in welcoming Melissa Augare, our new
Controller. Melissa brings several years of experience in finance
operations, along with valuable knowledge and expertise that
will strengthen our financial systems and support the College’s
mission.
We are also pleased to welcome Wanda Lahr, who has joined
Blackfeet Community College as our Human Resources
Specialist. Wanda is new to the College and brings multiple
years of experience in human resources operations. Her skills
and dedication will be a great asset to our employees and
departments.
Open Positions
In addition, Blackfeet Community College is currently hiring!
We have the following open positions:

Human Services Administrative Assistant
Financial Aid Specialist
Information Technology Support Specialist

If you are interested in joining a dynamic team dedicated to
education, community, and student success, we encourage
you to apply today at www.bfcc.edu/Human-Resource or by
scanning the QR Code.
Welcome to our new hires and welcome to the future at
Blackfeet Community College!

The Workout Center is open for student use!
Hours:

Monday–Thursday: 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Monday & Wednesday extended hours: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Remember to sign in each time you use the Workout Center.
Hours may change based on student schedules.

Meet with Trevor Severn the Math Tutor!
Stop by the South Wind Lodge during tutoring hours for help
with: 
M065, M098, M121, M151, and M216
Tutoring Schedule:

Monday & Wednesday: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM → via Zoom
Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM → In Person, South
Wind Lodge
Friday: 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM → In Person, South Wind Lodge
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NEED HELP WITH MATH?WORKOUT CENTER HOURS

EMPLOYMENT AND OPPORTUNITIES

SCAN TO APPLY

Contact Email: bfcc.narch@bfcc.edu
📱 Scan the QR code to join Zoom tutoring
sessions!

The BFCC Writing Center is here to support students at every
stage of the writing process, whether you’re just getting
started or polishing a final draft.
We can help with:

Writing and revising assignments
Brainstorming and outlining
MLA & APA formatting
Scholarship writing
Finding quality sources, quoting, and citing
Cover letters, resumes, presentations, and work emails
Grant proposals
Grammar mini-lessons
Creative writing

Appointments Available:
 📅 Monday–Saturday
 📍 In-person or virtual
Meet Our Writing Center Faculty:

Gordon Bennett (In Person)
 Ashes Chief Building | Mondays–Thursdays, 2:30 –
4:00 PM

Sabine Brigette (Remote/Online)
 Tuesdays, Fridays & Saturdays via virtual
appointments

Before Your Visit:
Bring your instructor’s assignment instructions
Be familiar with your instructor’s AI policy
Bring any brainstorming notes or drafts you’d like
feedback on

Your Choice on AI:
 Use of AI tools is optional. Writing Center staff will never
input your work into AI tools without your permission and
can fully support you with or without AI.
✍️ Make an appointment and strengthen your writing skills
today!

BFCC WRITING CENTER

TEAS Test Makeup Days: February 12–13
Nursing Applications Due: February 27 by 4:30 PM

Students interested in taking the TEAS test or needing access
should contact:
Melissa Gordon
 Nursing Simulation/Clinical Education Coordinator
 📧 mgordon@bfcc.edu📞 406-338-5441 Ext. 2916

NURSING PROGRAM - IMPORTANT FALL 2026 DATES

Take a quick survey to help the BFCC Bookstore improve
textbook affordability, availability, and service.
📱 Scan the QR code with your BFCC email 
to get started and enter our prize drawings! 🎁
Thank you for helping us make the bookstore 
better for everyone!

HELP SHAPE YOUR BFCC BOOKSTORE!

WWW.BFCC.EDU/BOOKSTORE

https://bfcc.edu/Bookstore
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Awarded biennially by the American Indian Library Association
(AILA), the award identifies and honors the best writings and
illustrations for youth, by and about Native American and
Indigenous peoples of North America. Works selected to receive
the award, in picture book, middle grade, and young adult
categories, present Native American and Indigenous North
American peoples in the fullness of their humanity in present,
past and future contexts. 

Picture Book Award
The winner for best Picture Book is “Chooch Helped” written by
Andrea L. Rogers (Cherokee Nation) illustrated by Rebecca Lee
Kunz (Cherokee Nation) and published by Arthur A. Levine,
an imprint of Levine Querido.
Sissy’s younger brother, Chooch, isn’t a baby anymore. They just
celebrated his second birthday, after all. But no matter what
Chooch does — even if he’s messing something up! Which is
basically all the time! — their parents say he’s just “helping.” Sissy
feels that Chooch can get away with anything!

Middle Grade Award
The winner for best Middle Grade book is “Buffalo Dreamer”
written by Violet Duncan (Plains Cree and Taino from Kehewin
Cree Nation) and published by Nancy Paulsen Books, an imprint
of Penguin Random House. Summer and her family always spend
relaxed summers in Alberta, Canada, on the reservation
where her mom’s family lives. But this year is turning out to be an
eye-opening one. First, Summer has begun to have vivid dreams
in which she’s running away from one of the many real-
life residential schools that tore Native children from their
families and tried to erase their Native identities.

Young Adult Award
The winner for best Young Adult book is “Legendary Frybread
Drive-In: Intertribal Stories,” edited by Cynthia Leitich Smith
(Muscogee Nation), and published by Heartdrum, an imprint of
HarperCollins Publishers. The road to Sandy June’s Legendary
Frybread Drive-In slips through every rez and alongside
every urban Native hangout. The menu offers a rotating feast,
including traditional eats and tasty snacks. But Sandy June’s
serves up more than food: it hosts live music, movie nights,
unexpected family reunions, love long lost, and love found again.
That big green-and-gold neon sign beckons to teens of every
tribal Nation, often when they need it most.
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2026 AMERICAN INDIAN YOUTH LITERATURE
AWARDS ANNOUNCED

About the American Indian Library Association
The American Indian Library Association is a membership
action group that addresses the library-related needs of
American Indians and Alaska Natives. Members are
individuals and institutions interested in the development of
programs to improve library cultural and informational
services in school, public, and academic libraries. AILA is
committed to disseminating information about Indian
cultures, languages, values and traditions to the library
community.
Aaron LaFromboise has been a member of AILA since 2012, is
a past president (2022), and has
served on the Executive Board from 2015-2023. This is the first
cycle of the American Indian Youth Awards that Aaron has
participated in. Look for these award winners, along with
other Indigenous authored books at Medicine Spring
Library.

Scan the QR Code or follow the link
https://ailanet.org/activities/american-
indian-youth-literature-award/ for a full
list of past winners and honor books.

FEBRUARY 6TH - LITTLE LODGE
MAKING (DROP IN ALL DAY, 2
HOUR TIME ESTIMATE) 9:00AM-
3:30PM

FEBRUARY 12TH - AUTHOR VISIT,
CHRIST LATRAY 12:00-2:00 PM
(LUNCH PROVIDED)

FEBRUARY 13TH - STAMPS &
ZINES - SELF EXPRESSION (DROP
IN ALL DAY, 1 HOUR TIME
ESTIMATE) 9:00AM-3:30PM

FEBRUARY 26TH - BOOK CLUB,
MOON OF THE TURNING LEAVES,
4:30-6:00PM

FEBRUARY 28TH - DRUM MAKING
WORKSHOP, 10:00AM-2:00PM

MEDICINE SPRING
LIBRARY EVENTS 

LIBRARY RESOURCES
Schedule a room or a study
space.

View our online archives. 

Search our library catalog
online.

https://ailanet.org/
https://ailanet.org/activities/american-indian-youth-literature-award/
https://ailanet.org/activities/american-indian-youth-literature-award/
https://medicine-mt.whofi.com/spaces/search
https://medicinespringlibrary.org/
https://mtsc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/BFCC/
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF ROBERT J.
TAILFEATHERS 

FEBRUARY 2026

FEBRUARY 3:
SPRING 2026 GRADUATION APPLICATIONS DUE
LAST DAY TO ADD A CLASS FOR CANCELLED CLASSES
KOOPII (SOUP) TUESDAY - 12:00PM - 1:00PM -
KNOWLEDGE CARRIERS LODGE
JENZABAR ADVISING - 2:00PM - 4:00PM - LEARNING
CENTER

FEBRUARY 4: CRAFT MAKING - 12:00PM - 4:00PM -
KNOWLEDGE CARRIERS LODGE
FEBRUARY 6, 13, 29, & 27 : BEADING CAPS, RIBBON SKIRTS, &
RIBBON SHIRTS - ALL DAY - LEARNING CENTER
FEBRUARY 6TH: LITTLE LODGE MAKING - ALL DAY -
MEDICINE SPRING LIBRARY PG. 6 
FEBRUARY 10: 

LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT A GRADE
SWEETHEART DANCE - 2:00PM - 4:00PM - STUDENT
COMMONS

FEBRUARY 11: CRAFT MAKING - 12:00PM - 4:00PM -
KNOWLEDGE CARRIERS LODGE
FEBRUARY 12TH:  AUTHOR VISIT - 12:00PM - 2:00PM (LUNCH
PROVIDED) MEDICINE SPRING LIBRARY PG. 6
FEBRUARY 13TH:  

VALENTINES BAZAAR - 11:00AM - 6:00PM - STUDENT
COMMONS
STAMPS & ZINES -  9:00AM-3:30PM - MEDICINE SPRING
LIBRARY PG 6

FEBRUARY 16: ALL CHIEF’S DAY (BFCC CLOSED)
FEBRUARY 18: ELDER LUNCH - 11:30AM - 2:00PM - EAGLE
SHIELDS CENTER PG. 3
FEBRUARY 17: KOOPII (SOUP) TUESDAY - 12:00PM - 1:00PM -
KNOWLEDGE CARRIERS LODGE
FEBRUARY 24: FINANCIAL LITERACY - 2:00PM - 4:00PM -
LEARNING CENTER
FEBRUARY 25: CRAFT MAKING - 12:00PM - 4:00PM -
KNOWLEDGE CARRIERS LODGE
FEBRUARY 26TH: BOOK CLUB - 4:30PM - 6:00PM - MEDICINE
SPRING LIBRARY PG. 6
FEBRUARY 28TH: DRUM MAKING WORKSHOP - 10:00AM-
2:00PM - MEDICINE SPRING LIBRARY 
FRIDAYS:  CRAFT FRIDAYS - ALL DAY - MEDICINE SPRING
LIBRARY

IMPORTANT DATES

Student Advocate, Mentor, Artist, and Friend
Robert J. Tailfeathers, known to all as Bob, served Blackfeet
Community College for nearly 30 years, leaving behind a
legacy defined by compassion, leadership, creativity, and an
unwavering commitment to students.
Bob began his journey at BFCC in 1987 as Director of
Academic Enrichment Services, where he led Academic
Enrichment and Montana TRIO programs and worked
tirelessly to support student success. In 1992, he became
Dean of Student Services, a role he held until 2011.
Throughout his leadership, Bob was deeply respected for his
professionalism, inclusiveness, and ability to handle even the
most difficult situations with humor, calm, and care.
Students trusted him completely, because he never
abandoned them.
A devoted advisor to Student Senate, Bob believed students
deserved a seat at every table. He brought Student Senate to
Board of Trustees meetings, ensured students were
informed and prepared, and equipped them to represent
BFCC at the national level through AIHEC. Under his
mentorship, the college became one of the top-performing
institutions at AIHEC, a reflection of his belief in student
leadership and empowerment. Former student Angela
Johnson, who remembered how Bob had a way of uniting
everyone with ease: “We all became Student Senate because
of what kind of leader he was.” 
Bob was instrumental in launching the college’s basketball
team and organizing countless student activities and
tournaments that brought energy and connection to
campus life. As Senior Administrator and Student Activities
Director from 2011 to 2016, he continued to build programs
that strengthened student engagement and belonging.
Beyond his administrative roles, Bob was an artist and
cultural contributor. He created artwork for teams, posters,
and campus organizations, donated pieces to support
fundraisers, published comics in the newspaper, and
practiced traditional quill work. Known as a practical joker,
Bob used laughter to ease tension and bring people
together, his personality was one of his greatest gifts.
Above all, Bob had a rare ability to connect with people. If a
student had an idea, Bob found a way to make it happen,
including them in the process so they gained confidence,
experience, and skills for the future. He built strong teams,
fostered collaboration effortlessly, and modeled what
student services should look like at Blackfeet Community
College.
Bob’s legacy lives on in the students he mentored, the
programs he built, the art he shared, and the community he
helped strengthen. He will be deeply missed and always
remembered.


